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team thing. I mean, if you've noticed on the
e-mails, a lot -- Dr. Broun liked us to include a
wide swath of people in a lot of our e-mails just
as more of a so they know what's going on approach
as opposed to put your hands in there and tinker
with it approach --

MR. SOLIS: Okay.

A. -- especially on the messaging side. I
think we had too many cooks in the kitchen as it
was .

MR. SOLIS: Yep.

BY MR. MORGAN:

Q. Yeah, I want to ask you about this e-mail.
A. Yes, sir.

Q. These are the 00234 --

A. Uh-huh.

Q. -- e-mail from you to -- well, on December

19, 2012 to a number of people, you write, "Good
afternoon, Team Broun --

A. Uh-huh.

Q. -- just wanted to do a guick intro, two new
additions brought on today by Dr. Broun to our
political efforts™

A. Uh-huh.

15-0034_0048



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Page 43

Q. -- and you introduce, you know, Hans Keiser
and Guy Short.

At the bottom of this e-mail, you -- you
list Brett O'Donnell.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. You write "Brett O'Donnell is Congressman
Broun's messaging consultant and media prep
advisor."

A. Uh-huh.

Q. Does that accurately describe his role with
the campaign with regards to the Congressman's
political efforts?

A. No. This was about who he was on the
e-mail, about --

Q. Say that again.

A. This was -- I was describing to Hans and
Guy who everybody on the e-mail were.

Q. Uh-huh.

A. I mean obviously, there's a lot of people
on here who are not a part of the campaign but they
may be on e-mails.

Q. Who on here was not part of the campaign?

A. Well, Teddy, of course, being our

scheduler; Meredith, being our communications
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director; and Brett, being our media guy -- our

messaging guy.

Q. Did --

A. Let me see.

Q. -- Meredith volunteer on the campaign?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. So this -- this e-mail is describing

Brett O'Donnell's role with the Congressional
office, not his role with the campaign?

A. Correct.

I mean, you know, obviously in messaging,

they intermix all the time. So if we were doing a
messaging e-mail about a -- an interview or an
upcoming town hall or whatever it would be, Brett
would be on those e-mails.

Q. How --

A. I mean, he would be on all of the e-mails
involving messaging.

Q. How would you then describe Brett

O'Donnell's role with Representative Broun's

campaigns?
A. Brett -- again, Brett, volunteered to help
out whenever he could and his -- he offered advice

sometimes, and it was either listened to or it
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wasn't listened to. He helped Dr. Broun try to
prepare for any big speeches coming up. Again,
this was all on the volunteer side on his own time.

Q. Okay.

A. Yep.

MR. SOLIS: Brett affirmatively said to you
"I want to volunteer on the campaign"?

A. Yes. He said, "If you guys need anything,
this is what I do and I have helped other people in
this capacity, so let me know."

BY MR. MORGAN:

Q. When was the first time he -- he did any
work for the campaign?

A. Again, I can't recall if he did anything at
the beginning when he first started in 2012. I
mean, it was so near the end and he was so new, I
just -- I don't know if he ever talked to Dr. Broun
about anything on that side or not, but in February
when Dr. Broun told us he was gonna run for the
Senate and announced to the staff and team that he
was gonna run for the Senate, everybody said they'd be
happy to help in any way they could, and that's
when Brett O'Donnell did it, I believe.

Q. Is that -- is that about when you believe
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the conversation you had with Brett about

volunteering for the campaign would've taken place?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Okay. When you were bringing him on
the -- that initial time that you brought him on

and signed that first consulting agreement, was
there any discussion of him volunteering for the

campaign at that time?

A. Not that I recall, no.
Q. Not that you recall? Okay.
A. I'm not sure if we ever discussed any of

the campaign stuff. It was all just purely
messaging. I'm not even sure we discussed what he

did for other people.

Q. Okay. I want to show you a document -- go
ahead.
MR. SOLIS: We just -- we had a chance to
speak with -- with Mr. O'Donnell. I mean, he -- he

mentioned to us that at some point in the kind of
early stages, he had -- he had a conversation with
yvou about engaging the campaign more fully,
potentially, with a -- with a more -- with a paid
position with the campaign, that the campaign would

pay him for sort of more extensive research
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services and more extensive services that would go
beyond mere volunteering.

Do you recall having a discussion with him
about that?

A. I do not. I mean, he may have.

You know, the idea being that we weren't
quite sure how he would work out. Again, it was
sort of a testing phase.

We had used him obviously on the political
side -- on the official side -- on the official
side, vyou know, just pure messaging, and then when
the campaign started gearing up and he had a
conversation with us, we weren't gquite sure if that
would work or if he would even be helpful or
effective or not.

Ultimately, at the end of the day, like
everybody else, we were hoping Dr. Broun would win
and then we would have our foot in the door, which
is why we all volunteered, but I think along the
way, as he was providing his thoughts and support
and ideas on the campaign side, I don't think
Dr. Broun found a lot of value in it.

Q. And --

A. In other words, we actually started moving
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more away from anything that he was offering as
advice and just focusing mostly on the messaging on

the official with him.

Q. I am going to show you a couple of -- of
documents here. This is BOD 00535. It's a series
of an exchange between you and -- and Brett

O'Donnell in June of 2012. It starts with the --
yvou know, the last page.

A. All right.

Q. BOD 540, where Brett O'Donnell writes to
you, he says, "Attached is my consulting
agreement." Again, this is that e-mail I showed
vou with his consulting agreement attached.
Uh-huh.

This is --

Document approved, thank you.

(O © B

You respond two days later, "Brett, I have
the contract approved and signed. Make sure you
get it this afternoon. Thanks, David." He
responds, and then the next e-mail from him is,
"Where is prep today?"

A. Uh-huh.

Q. You respond, "NRCC, we have a conference

room reserved." He responds, "I'm in conversation
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room at NRCC."

A. Uh-huh.

Q. Early the next morning, this document here
BOD 00681, Brett O'Donnell writes to you cc'ing Bob
Bibee, Jordan, Meredith and Dr. Broun, "Here"
yvou know, "Below are the reminders from the prep
session today."

I -- you want me to -- it appears that this
session on June 21, 2012 was a session in which
there was a campaign debate preparation?

A. Sure.

Q. Right?

A. That's what it looks like.

Q. And what it looks 1like is that if not the
first thing but one of the very first things that
is Brett O'Donnell did after the consulting
agreement was executed was a debate preparation
session.

In fact, it's the same -- it's on the same
e-mail chain in which the agreement is exchanged
and approved, the prep session is discussed?

A. I'm sorry. I was just looking at -- oh,
this is November 13th. That doesn't make sense.

Q. But if you look below --
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A. Oh, I see, I see.
Q. So this is the -- you know, the obvious
question and I'll tell you, this is -- this is what

our Board is gonna want to know --

A. Yeah.

Q. -- and they are going to -- to frankly
perhaps grill me on, which is how can you say
Brett O'Donnell was volunteering for the campaign
and how can you say that debate preparation was not
part of his consulting agreement when you have an
e-mail exchange like this in which debate
preparation is discussed in the same e-mail back
and forth where the consulting agreement is
exchanged and where it appears that the first in
June of 2012 and early July of 2012, it appears
that what Brett O'Donnell was almost exclusively
doing for the office was preparing for two debates
for the Republican primary, one held on the 22nd,
one on July 2, 2012, and then a session in early
July at the NRCC to then review those debate
performances.

So do you see -- I mean, what my Board is
gonna want to know is --

A. Uh-huh.
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Q. -- how do you not say then that debate
preparation was part of his consulting services?

A. Well, that's -- you know, that was not why
we hired him.

Q. But it was one of the first things he did?

A. I'm not sure it was one of the first things he
did, but it's apparently something he did do.

Q. But you did not hire him to do campaign
debate preparation?

A. No, sir.

Q. And was there any conversation with him
about his participation in this debate preparation

session being separate from his contract?

A. I'm sure there was. I don't recall.
Q. Yeah.
A. I really don't recall the specifics of this

debate preparation session.
MR. SOLIS: Were you there?
A. I don't believe so. I don't remember any
of this at all.
BY MR. MORGAN:
Q. Okay. It's just -- it's hard for me --
it's perhaps difficult for us to -- to nail this

down, to get a clear understanding.
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A. sure.

Q. You have a consulting -- and I'm sure you
can relate to thisgs, a consulting agreement that
references debate preparation.

A. Uh-huh.

Q. We -- right after that's executed, we see a
lot of debate preparation starting to happen. It
happens, Brett O'Donnell is listed as attending,
yvou know, I would say more than a dozen, it's
several debate preparation sessions and review

sessions and while that consulting agreement refers

to debate preparation is in place. So what --
A. Well.
Q. -- can you help us you understand why --
A. Sure.
Q. -- it is that that campaign's debate

preparation is separate from that consulting
agreement?
How can you -- can you help us understand
that?
A. What he does as a volunteer is separate
from what he does on the official side. I mean,
who -- what other consultant out there doesn't do

campaign work, as well. I mean, our franking guy
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does campaign work. Our townhall guy does campaign
works. I don't know who else that doesn't --
0. Do either of them have a contractual

arrangement with the office --

A. No.

Q. -- that specifically mentioned debate
preparation?

A. No.

Q. I mean, that's -- the issue here --

A. No, I understand what you're saying. The

issue here is at the same time, you're taking one
day of debate prep that he does as a volunteer on
the outside and you're not looking at the 12 or 14
official sessions he did over this, and then vyou're
also talking about --
Q. And during that same -- you said he -- that
Dr. Broun was in Afghanistan for the month of July?
A. No. We're talking about June, July. We
had at least -- well, I would say that's an
eight-week period and probably about eight to 10
different official sessions, ves.

Q. In addition to a couple or -- it appears
maybe three or so debates?

A. I think we only had one debate and again,

15-0034_0059
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yvou know, we hired a guy in June, our debates --
our primary is over in July and we have nothing

until he decides to run for the Senate, until

February.
Q. Okay.
A. I mean, that, to me, is a pretty clear

indication that the guy was brought on in an
official capacity. I -- he decided to volunteer
and help out on this -- on the campaign side like
everybody else does and that's what this is.

Q. Was there ever discussion with Brett that
he was -- that to the extent he did campaign

activity, that was not covered by the consulting

agreement?

A. I'm sorry, there was a discussion about
what?

Q. About campaign activity not being covered

by the consulting agreement?

A. Oh, sure, that was -- I mean, when we hired
him, we were very clear, this is official stuff.
This is what we were doing. We're looking at
messaging and messaging only, and that's the
delivery of the message. It's not about content

and it's not about creating points and creating
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issues. This is about Dr. Broun actually
delivering the message itself.
Q. Okay.
MR. SOLIS: So on the outset, you actually
had a discussion with Brett, making a clear

distinction between the work he would be doing --

A. Well, no, we never said anything
about -- we were just sitting down talking to him
about official stuff. I mean, this is what we were
looking for, Obviously by the e-mail. Never -- I

don't think it became an issue that we had to talk
about, as far as the campaign side.

I mean, we didn't have -- you know, our
race is almost over, as far as we were concerned,
and there was nothing much else going on. I mean,
we sat down with him and talked to him plainly and
clearly, Dr. Broun needs help with messaging, and
at the time, you know, when we talked to him
about -- when we talked to Michelle -- when he
talked to Michelle Bachmann about it, that's all
she talked to him about.

"This is the guy helps me prepare for my
interviews, prepare my floor statement, prepare for

my floor statements, so on and so forth." I don't

15-0034_0061



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Page 56

think they even talked about the campaign stuff.

BY MR. MORGAN:

Q. Okay.
A. I didn't know he did campaign stuff at the
very beginning until he sent over his -- or until

he sent over his prospectus, I guess, whatever they
call that thing.

Q. Okay.

MR. SOLIS: So the prospectus laid out
campaign work?

A. Yes, his --

MR. SOLIS: The proposal?

A. His proposal or whatever it is about him,
discussed his debate prep ability, and he pitched it
pretty highly as far as maybe I want to say Romney,
but I'm not sure if he did Romney or not.

MR. SOLIS: Well -- well, Bryson, you know,
showed you that earlier and -- and the word debate
was used extensively in that proposal and the
consulting agreement itself and we asked you what
you felt that meant and you said that you felt it
meant, you know --

A. For us, it would have meant.

MR. SOLIS: You know, exclusively floor
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debates?

A. For us, that's what it meant.

MR. SOLIS: Okay.

A. And that's why -- I mean, floor debate was
used extensively through our discussion and we
actually, you know, watched videos of Dr. Broun's
earlier floor debates to kind of show him what we
were talking about.

MR. SOLIS: But yet those documents, when
they were provided to you, that gave you the
awareness that Brett O'Donnell also did campaign
work?

A. Oh, ves. I mean, we knew -- once I saw
him, then I knew what he did.

MR. SOLIS: Okay.

BY MR. MORGAN:

Q. Okay. So you brought on this
consultant for the official side.

Did you have a conversation with him,
asking if he was willing to volunteer on the
campaign side, ask him if he was willing to prepare
for those --

A. I think he just offered it.

Q. -- 2012 debates; he just offered it?
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A. Yeah. He offered it out on his own.
MR. CORTAZZAR: Did it come up during the
contract negotiations or --
A. No.
MR. CORTAZZAR: -- did the volunteering

happen at some other point?

A. It happened in another point. It probably
happened in our -- maybe our second session, I
guess. I remember was in a session. It was after

a session was over and we were leaving and he said
something about, you know, I do debate prep on the
campaign side. I'm happy to help out with
messaging or anything else you need over there, as
well. Just let me know and I will volunteer, and I
said I will let the Congressman know, and I guess
they decided to set up a time to talk about it.
BY MR. MORGAN:

Q. Okay. I want to ask you some questions
about the 2014 Senate campaign.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you recall the Charge Senate forum; does
that ring a bell, on or about July?

A. Yes, it's --

Q. Okay. I think you have a document I can
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show you.

A. Yes, I recall it. This -- the reason why
is because it's not based up there. That was quite
strange.

Q. Okay. Do you recall if Brett O'Donnell was

involved in preparing the Congressman for that?

A. T don't know if he was involved in
preparing. I do remember watching the video
afterwards and discussing the delivery.

Q. Watching the video with Brett, and
discussing the video?

A. No, it wasn't with -- Brett wasn't
physically there. I remember watching the wvideo
afterwards is what I'm saying.

Q. Okay.

A. So I don't remember being -- outside of
scheduling, I don't remember being involved with it
at all.

Q. Okay. Do you recall if -- would Brett do
brief messaging calls with the Congressman before
campaign events, campaign speak -- media
appearances or campaign speeches; does that -- that
ring a bell to you at all?

A. He could have. I mean, I don't think that
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it's unlikely that happened.

Q. Okay. 1I'm gonna show you a document here,
skipping around a little bit. This is PBCH 33
through 35. This is an e-mail from you to Brett in
which you refer to doing some brief messaging calls
in advance of what appear to be some campaign
related events. One is a conservative Republican
Women of North Atlanta event, other is a Cobb GOP
women event, then a Baren BOP barbecue. You
write, "All the candidates should be there and they

will be speaking in alphabetical order."

A. Sure.

Q. Was this typical for Brett to do?

A. Yeah. I mean, we were mixing in the
official interviews and stuff, and they -- I was

telling him everything we had coming up.
Q. So would this have been something that
Brett did in his capacity as a consultant to the
office or as a volunteer for the campaign?
A. It would depend on what these events were.
I don't recall this specific event. Obviously,
this is over August so this is during recess.
Conservative Women of North Atlanta, that may have been

an official event or a non-political event, I will
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call it, because sometimes they don't like to have
campaigning going on at these things, which is
strange, obviously. I don't remember what he was

in Columbus for.

Q. Okay.

A. Obviously, Baren GOP barbecue is a campaign
event.

Q. And Cobb GOP women, would that be a

political campaign event, as well?

A. It would have to be because Cobb is not in
our district.

Q. Okay. You can take some time to
look at this. This is PBTA 25 through 127B. I'm
gonna put a mark next to the relevant part I want
to ask you about, but it appears that there was a
Georgia public broadcasting get to know the
candidate piece that was --

A. Sure.

Q. -- there was something that was filmed in
advance. Then you write here, in response to, you
know, being asked in you're okay with scheduling it
since the other candidates will be there, you say,
"Yes, but I want heavy Brett time beforehand."

A. Uh-huh.
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Q. Do you recall -- do you recall --
A. I'm just trying to -- I'm sorry. I'm
trying to find the date so I get some idea, oh,

December, 2013.

Q. Yeah, that's --

A. Yeah, so it's about six months ago.

Q. Was this is also something that was typical
for Brett to do to prepare -- well, when you say,

"I want heavy Brett time beforehand," what does
that -- what does that mean?

A. That means -- let me just see Georgia
public broadcast, okay. That means any time he's
on TV, I want him to sit down and talk to Brett
about how he was to deliver his message.

Q. Okay.

A. I mean, it's about, again, the delivery of

the message, not the content of the message.

Q. About the delivery but not the content,
okay.

A. Right.

Q. What -- how -- was Brett O'Donnell involved

in negotiating debate formats, are you aware?
A. I believe so.

Q. Okay.
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A. I believe at one time, he talked to the
State party. I want to say the guy's name was
Adam, if I remember correctly -- anyway, they were
starting to set up -- well, it turned out it might
not even be debates or forums more than anything
else, but they had never done it before so Brett

offered to call out there and tell them how to set

them up.
Q. All right. I am going to show you the next
document here. This is BOD 0956 and see if vyou

recall this e-mail at the very bottom from Brett
O'Donnell to you and it appears like a couple of
people where he says, "Attached is the attack grid
for Dr. Broun to use against PG and KH in the
debates."
Do you recall Brett O'Donnell putting

together this attack grid or --

A. Yeah, I remember he put this together on
his own and we never even used it.

Q. When you say, "He put it together on,"
Brett O'Donnell put it together on his own?

A. Yeah. I remember he sent these one day and
he had asked me for information on votes or

something, and then he kind of put these things
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even used them. Dr. Broun didn't like them.

Q. Okay. Did he provide other prep materials
for debates similar to the attack grid?

A. Not that I'm aware of. I mean, after
these -- again, he did these and Dr. Broun didn't
like them and we actually never used them and then
I think they reviewed Dr. Broun's opening
statements and closing statements, vyes.

Q. Okay. Was he involved in putting together
Dr. Broun's announcement speech announcing his run
for the Senate?

A. I think he helped him with it, vyes, sir.

Q. Okay, and do you recall him being involved
in -- well, you said he helped -- well, do you

recall what his role was in putting that speech

together?

A. I don't -- I wasn't in there, no, but I
think --

Q. Did he draft it?

A. -- they may have done it on the phone.

I think Dr. Broun, again, told him what he
wanted to say and he worked with Dr. Broun on how

to deliver it.

15-
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Q. Okay. Do you recall Brett O'Donnell being

involved in the Congressman's GOP convention speech

in 20137
A. Yes, sir, same thing.
Q. Well, was he --
A. I think it was the same speech.
Q. Oh, his announcement speech and

commencement speech were --

A. For the most part. I mean, he didn't say
I'm announcing today I'm running.

Q. Do you know who drafted the main body of
that speech?

A. I want to say Meredith.

Q. Okay, and Brett was involved in putting

together maybe the opening and closging; is that --

A. I think, yeah, it was sort of like a piece
thing. In other words, Dr. Broun would say,
okay -- I think they did that a piece at a time.

So Dr. Broun would say okay, here's how I want to
say in the opening and so he kind of -- I think he
typed it out himself and then we all cleaned it up
as far as, you know, because it was this long and
we took it down to this long.

So everybody sort of had a hand in it, vyou
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know.

Q. Right. I want to -- the campaign
debate preparation sessions --

A. Uh-huh.

Q. -- 1t appears to us from the documents
reviewed that those types of sessions occurred on a
number of occasions --

A. Uh-huh.

Q. -- and it appears that they occurred in

various locations?

A. I could think of two actual sessions.

Q. Which two do you recall?

A. There was actually three, but Brett wasn't
involved in one of them. It was -- most likely the

first two, I want to say Adairsville or something
like that, and then I can't remember the second one
was, as far as where the debates were, sorry, but
we did, at this conference room across the street

from the D Triple C, it's a consultant townhouse.

Q. Okay. 1Is that Jamestown Associates?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Okay. Who was involved in the sessions?
A. Obviously Dr. Broun, Brett -- was Meredith

still there?
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I can't remember if Meredith or Christine
were the ones that were there at the time. I want
to say Christine but it might have been Meredith,

forgive me --

Q. Okay.
A. -- and then that's it.
0. That's it.

At some point was Michael Hall --

A. Yes.

Q. -- involved in debate prep?

A. That's the third guy. That's the third
debate.

0. What -- who is Michael Hall?

A Somebody that works with Brett.

Q. Somebody that works with Brett?

A I think that's his name. I mean, it sounds
familiar.

Q. Okay.

A. I know there was a guy who worked with

Brett and that sounded like what his name was.
FEMALE VOICE: Hi, sorry to interrupt.
Do you know about how much longer y'all
will be?

Dr. Broun is back, so --
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MR. MORGAN: 10 minutes.
MR. SOLIS: Yeah, 15 minutes.
FEMALE VOICE: 10 minutes, okay. Great.
MR. MORGAN: Thank vyou.
BY MR. MORGAN:
Q. Why was -- was Michael Hall participating

instead of Brett?

A. I think Brett was out of the country.
Q. Out of the country.
A. At this point, Dr. Broun, I don't think

felt like Brett was being very helpful and we ended
up kind of moving away from Brett as far as debate
prep went.

MR. SOLIS: Why do you say that?

A. T just didn't -- Dr. Broun didn't go with
the style that Brett was used to advocating for
debates.

MR. SOLIS: And he expressed this to you;
Dr. Broun expressed this to you?

A. Yeah. I mean, it was more so that -- I
think he was just saying that, you know, what Brett
was saying as far as how to deliver the message
wasn't working for him -- wasn't working for

Dr. Broun, it wasn't his natural style, it wasn't
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how he normally did things, and so I think he just
started slipping away from listening to what
Brett's advice was coming up and more so into what
he thought the should be doing.
BY MR. MORGAN:

Q. Okay, but going through some documents here
that reflect some debate preparation sessions, this
is BOD 2268, the first two are debate prep sessions

may have occurred on January 8, 2014 at Jamestown

Associates?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. The next day --
A. I remember the first one.
Q. -- this is BOD 238, Brett O'Donnell

e-mailed an attached proposal for a debate opening
for the Adel debate, so it looked --

A. Right. Well, this is Dr. Broun's speech
that he wrote down.

Q. What -- his speech what --

A. Dr. Broun would write all of his thoughts
down and then we would condense it to the --

Q. To an opening?

A. -- to a minute and a half as opposed to

three minutes or whatever.
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Q. So this would have been Brett O'Donnell
sending --

A. This is --

Q. -- his proposed open -- opening
statement --

A. This is Dr. Broun's proposed.

Q. -- for the debate? Okay.

A. Not Brett's, I'm sorry. I see what you're
saying. This is -- in other words, Brett just --

he had the draft and set it up, this is what

Dr. Broun --

Q. Okay.
A. -- wants to say.
Q. Okay. The next document here, PBDB 25, it

appears that on January 10, there was a debate
preparation session and one of the things that was
discussed that may jog your memory is talking about
responding to guestions on gay marriage?

A. I'm sorry, let me just see. We talked
about what, oh, other -- same sex marriage.

Okay.

Q. So it appears there was an additional

meeting on January 10th. It could have been.

I'm sure if you recall the specific session
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in which --

A. I don't recall the specific session. This
might have been at a meeting where they were
talking about messaging as far as the issue goes.

I think that's what this is.

Q. Okay. So when Brett says, "We talked about

this at today's meeting," that may have been

something other than a debate preparation session?

A. Yeah, this wasn't a debate --
Q Okay.

A. -- prep session.

0 But this would have been --
A This is just --

Q. This would have been just one of these

weekly sessions?

A. It could be, vyeah.

Q. It could be? Okay.

A. I mean, this is just an issue, right?
Yeah.

Q. It just -- the -- Christine's response at

the top where it says, "Brett was asking the tough
questions on this and we discussed answers for a
while," made me think this is may have been a

debate prep session?
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A. No, this was actually --
Q. Other than a typical session?
A. This is a typical session where they were

talking about I think about the news of the day and
how he was gonna respond to it, especially if it's
something he may be likely to be asked about.

Q. So aside from campaign -- specific campaign
debate preparation sessions, sometimes you would
discuss questions and answers back and forth in the

regular weekly sessions?

A. As it related to the media --

Q. As it related --

A. -- not a campaign or anything, but in other
words, all right. So this issue came up today. If

someone sticks a camera in your face and says, you
know, Dr. Broun, what do you think about this
ruling, this is how his messaging should be.

Q. Okay. ©Next couple of documents PBTN 134
and 135, they're a couple of calendar items that
refer to -- they're both titled, "Prep for debate
with Michael Hall™"

A. Uh-huh.

Q. -- "location DC, January 1lé6th and 17th," do

vou recall if there were two sessions with Michael
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Hall or was there only one?

A. There was only one. I think it was we had
to reschedule it or --

Q. Okay.

A. -- I remember dropping him off at it but I
wasn't at it.

Q. Okay, and then here's another -- what
appears to be another session, PBTN 147, prep --
debate prep with Brett, Jamestown Associates on
January 29, 2014.

A. Okay.

Q. I'm sort of jumping through.

Here's another session what appears to be
taking place on Friday, January 31, 2014.

This says, "Debate prep," and this was
Jordan's office --

A. Uh-huh.

Q. -- 1is the location? Is that Jordan
Chinouth?

A. Yes, but that wasn't -- it's not like Brett
was there. I don't think Brett was even invited.

Q. Okay. Was, at some point, Brett, would he
conference call in or Skype in to the debate prep

sessions that happened down in Georgia-?
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A. I don't know. He may have.
Q. Okay.
A. And sometimes these aren't actual debate

preps. I think that's just how Teddy lists them.
It's reviewing the debate that happened already.

Q. Okay.

A. So in other words, it's going over the tape
of it and discussing the delivery of the message
and how you can do a better job.

Q. Okay. The next one is PBTN 145, "Call with
Brett for debate prep." This is February 18th. I
can tell you that there was an NFIB Senate
candidate forum that day.

I'm not sure if that refreshes your
recollection of what this meeting might have been
about, if it was preparing for that forum or --

A. It sounds familiar, although I'm not sure

if they ended up having it.

Q. Okay.
A. They may have. There were so many
different -- in other words, it may have been not

like a forum but like just one on one type of
thing.

Q. Okay.
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A. One candidate in the group.
Q. I see.
A. And they would just march everybody in one

at a time.

Q. And held separate meetings or run it back
to back, vyeah.

A. Uh-huh.

Q. PBTN 146, this one specifically refers to,
"Debate prep, Skyping with Brett" --

A. Uh-huh.

Q. -- on February 21, 2014.

Do you recall this instance where he was

Skyped in?
A. I do not. I wasn't there.
Q. Okay. You're listed as a required

attendee. Was --

A. I don't know why that would be,
especially -- I mean, anything he Skyped with Brett
means he was in Georgia and I wasn't there.

Q. When you say, "He was in Georgia," you mean
the Congressman?

A. Dr. Broun, vyes.

Q. Okay. So, I mean, this is -- and

previously, you said that Dr. Broun sort of drifted
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away from wanting to use Brett's method but it
appears that there's --

A. Well, these were --

Q. -- there was debate prep occurring well
into February and the next document, you know,

well, into the early part of March of this year.

A. They had 11 debates --
Q. Right.
A. -- and I think Brett prepped for two of

them, Michael Hall prepped for one of them and then

we just kind of moved away from prepping for them

at all.
Q. So then but these other -- these other
calendar instances, I mean, there's -- there's -- T

don't know the number, there's at least seven or
eight instances there of calendar items for debate
prep.

A. Right. I think we did more on the first
one, which was the January debate. So we may have
had three or four sessions. Some them may have
been rescheduled because of timing. I'd --

Q. Right.

A. -- have to look at my own schedule to try

to figure that out, maybe --
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Q. Okay.
A. -- but then after the third or even the
fourth out of -- I mean, we just realized they

weren't even debates, really. They just turned
into forums and Dr. Broun was uncomfortable with
how he was doing them, so he just wanted to mix it
up, change it up and started doing his own thing.
0. When was the last instance in which Brett

O'Donnell was involved in the campaign?

A. It would have been April.
Q. April of this year?
A. Yes, sir, and it was mainly around the

media, we were getting on his involvement of the
campaign.

Q. The media, WSB/TV, is that what you're
referring to?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. So at that -- is that about the same time
when his consulting agreement with the

Congressional office ended?

A. He resigned or whatever they call it, but
yveah.

Q. Okay.

A. He just thought he was becoming too much of
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a distraction.

Q. Okay.
A. Some time in mid April.
Q. Is that -- do you recall how long after the

newspaper articles it was that he resigned?

A. I don't know when the articles were, but I
know that he was mid April.

Q. Okay, and that was the last activity he had

with the Congressional office was around that

period?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And, as well, the last activity he had with

the campaign was around that same period?

A. It was probably a couple of weeks earlier.
Q. Well, were there debates, were there Senate
debate -- campaign debates occurring in -- in April

and May of this year?

A. I'm sure there were. I -- I would have to
look, again, at the schedule. They went up till --
let's see the primary was May 20th.

Q. Uh-huh.

A. We had our two biggest debates were the
weekend before.

Q. Okay. Who was involved in prepping the
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1 Congressman for those debates?

2 A. Pretty much, him.

3 Q. Just him?

4 A. Yeah. I mean, I would ask him if he needed

5 anything. We'd talk a little bit about messaging,
6 but at this point, you know, he had done enough of

7 them that he felt like he knew sort of what path

8 and direction he wanted to go.
9 Q. Okay.
10 A. The two last ones were the biggest ones. I
11 mean, they were the only televised ones that we
12 had.
13 Q. Okay. Do you recall Brett O'Donnell
14 travelling down to Georgia around February of 2013
15 in connection with a --
16 A. Yes, we did.
17 Q -- staff retreat?
18 A. Yes, sir.
19 Q Why -- why did he go down to Georgia?
20 A We had a staff retreat and we would -- a
21 big part of it was discussing messaging and
22 Dr. Broun efforts on messaging.
23 Q. Was there also as campaign staff meeting?
24 A. There was, at some point. I honestly
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couldn't recall where we did it. I know it was
someplace -- we did the staff retreat at Chateau
Alan (phonetic) and there was somewhere right off
of Chateau Alan is a little restaurant or
something. I think that's where we all met.

Q. Okay. It appears that Brett O'Donnell's
expenses related to his travel down to Georgia was

covered by the campaign --

A. Yes, sir.

Q. -- or reimbursed by the campaign?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Why was that?

A. Because he is not a House employee and I

could not reimburse out of the MRA.

Q. Okay. Why did he volunteer to cover those
expenses himself, considering given how --

A. I think we asked him to come down to
discuss messaging with the staff.

Q. But you had asked him to do a lot of things

for the campaign --

A. This wasn't the campaign side.
0. -- that were not all volunteer?
A. This was on the official side.

MR. SOLIS: He attended that meeting.
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BY MR. MORGAN:

Q. But then why was it paid for by the
campaign?
A. Because he was not a staff -- he's not a

House employee so you can't reimburse
House -- non-House employees with --
Q. I just want to make sure I'm clear.
The reimbursement from the campaign was for

his attendance at an official Congressional staff

retreat?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Okay. It wasn't so that he could attend

the campaign --

A. It was the expenses, right.

Q. It wasn't -- so -- SO were you reimbursing
his travel for the Congressional staff retreat or
for the campaign meeting?

A. For the Congressional staff retreat.

Q. For the Congressional staff retreat, okay.

MR. SOLIS: He attended that meeting,
though, at the restaurant with the campaign there,
right?

A. I'm sure he did. I mean, I can't recall

specifically. I'm sure he did.
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It was sort of an impromptu meeting because
when we went down there, we did not know we were
having a campaign. I think Saxby literally
renounced his decision like a week and a half
prior, and we got down there. We still --

Dr. Broun wasn't even sure if he was gonna run or
not at that point in time, and I think there was
sort of a meeting to discuss -- you know, he wanted
to sort of hear whether everybody thought he should
run or not and he was gonna contemplate that.

MR. SOLIS: Okay.

A. I know he had not announced vyet.
BY MR. MORGAN:

Q. So the -- the WSB/TV article, Brett --

A. I'm sorry, real quick, if you don't mind me
asking a guick question?

Q. Go ahead.

A. Tt was my understanding that we could not
reimburse his travel out of the MRA.

Q. Did you -- is that based on as conversation
yvou had with someone or --

A. I believe I asked my financial counselor,
whatever, that we do the weekly MRA reimbursement

stuff with. I asked her ahead of time and she said
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if he's not a House employee, then you have to
reimburse him from the campaign.

It's the same as if, you know, Dr. Broun
goes on the members' retreat, we had to pay for his
travel out of the campaign. We can't pay for it

out of the MRA.

Q Okay.

A. Is that not correct or --

0 Well, we're not --

A Oh, vyou don't know.

0. To be frankly, one of the bright lines we

draw in our office, we don't provide advice.

A. Oh, all right.

Q. We don't advise. I mean, we -- that's
something that we don't do, so I can't respond one
way or another.

A. I always try to be careful, especially when
it comes to MRA, so I always ask ahead of time.

Q. After the WSB/TV article broke, did you
have any conversations; did you reach out to ethics
or Admin? I think you talked about -- we talked
about 2 instances in which you had communication
with somebody at Admin?

A. Admin, right.
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Q. Are there any other instances --
A. Not that I'm aware of, no.
Q. -- communication -- did you have any

conversations with Representative Broun about the
permissibility of Brett O'Donnell's services?

A. I'm sure we did. I mean, it was more so --
because it was sort of a surprise. The surprise
was when the camera showed up at the office.

Q. Uh-huh.

A. At that point, though, we had already had
some discussions because Brett had already been in
the news for his relationship with Michelle
Bachmann and with Cathy Morris-Rogers and --

Q. Yeah.

A. -- Dr. Broun asked me and I said we're
really using him on the official side and we're
only paying for him on the official side for the
official work that he does.

Q. Okay. Going back to, you know, July of
2013 when you said you reached out to Admin, I am
going to show you this e-mail PBDB 174 where you
e-mailed Brett O'Donnell, "Just talked to
Admin? Let me know when you can chat. I have

more info." Then Brett O'Donnell resgsponds --
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